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CHILDREN IN CARE � STATISTICS 

744. Hon SUE ELLERY to the Minister for Child Protection:  

This question is the question I asked yesterday and the minister advised that she was not happy with the answer 
and that I should ask it again today. 

In answer to a question on notice in the estimates hearings in June, the minister advised that of the Western 
Australian children in care since September 2008, 37 had had more than four placements. Of the 37 children in 
care as at 31 May 2009 who have had more than four placements over an eight-month period � 

(a) what is the age of the children;  

(b) what is the total period for which each child has been in the care of the state;  

(c) how many placements has each child had in that total period; and  

(d) what districts do those children come from?  

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY replied: 
I thank the member for the question.  

(a) As at 31 May 2009, five children were aged 17, 16 and 15; seven were 14; three were 13; one 
was four; two were 11; one was 10; one was nine; one was four; two were three; one was two 
and three were zero. Of the three aged zero, I asked the department if they were Aboriginal 
children, and they are. I wanted to find out why Aboriginal children were being shifted from 
home to home. These children are with relative carers. I am now trying to bring in what is 
called guardianship. Hopefully, that will stop the older children who are there now from being 
moved from home to home, which is totally unacceptable.  

(b) As at 31 May 2009, four children had been in care for fewer than six months, 12 between six 
months and one year, five between one and two years, eight between two and five years, and 
eight more than five years.  

(c) Eighteen children had had five distinct placements. Two were zero to four years, five were 
nine to 12 years, and 11 were 13 to 17 years. Eleven children had had six distinct placements. 
Five were zero to four years, and six were 13 to 17 years. Two children aged 15 and 17 had 
had seven distinct placements, four children aged 13 to 17 had had eight distinct placements, 
one child aged 15 had had nine distinct placements, and one child aged 15 had had 11 distinct 
placements. 

(d) As at 31 May, four children were allocated to Armadale district, six to Cannington, two to East 
Kimberley, one to adoptions, three to Fremantle, one to the goldfields, one to the great 
southern, four to Joondalup, three to Midland, four to Mirrabooka, one to Peel, two to Perth, 
four to Rockingham and one to the wheatbelt.  

Further, the Aboriginal multiple placements report has been completed, and we are following those 
recommendations. As I said, I am looking to acquire guardianship to stop children aged 13, 14, 15, 16 and 17 
from being moved from home to home because, as I said, it is totally unacceptable.  
 


